
         

         

   

          
   

                

  

THE BLAZE  

Having Fun with Our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs 
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WELCOME, 

NEW GGGSMDC MEMBERS 

 Name                   Location             Swissy 

Asher Bernard             Danville                   Thor the 

                                                                     Dog 

 

Alex Blits                   San Diego                Ansel 

 

Tania/Michael                    

Canfield                     Yorba Linda           Teddy 

 

Sara Nicole Jones      Danville                     

 

Terry Lock                 Hillsborough          Kalani 

 

Michael/Michelle 

May                             La Mesa                  Bruce 

 

Amy Plasmyer 

Sean I’anson               Ventura        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Hello! 

 

We have had two virtual events this year: Paws-A-Thon and 

Ready-Set-Rally.  For those who participated in the events, we 

thank you, but most importantly your Swissy thanks you.  These 

working dogs love to work and spend time with you!  

  

Keeping the motivation to train and work with your dog can be 

challenging with no events coming up.  There may be a solution 

in virtual events that are sponsored by AKC.  In this Blaze you 

will be provided the information to earn some AKC titles for 

your Swissy, I have participated in all of them and have a blast 

training for and doing them.  I hope that you will, too!  

  

We are a small Club, about 100 members.  I am excited that our 

California breeders are asking their new puppy people to join.  

We have welcomed new members to the Club this year because 

of them.  I am so glad that we can all work together and show 

our Club is strong with the best people!   

 

Kim Gradin, our Treasurer, is including her report in this Blaze. 

You can see the funds we’ve taken in from the virtual events and 

fund raisers.  Thank you to all who participated!   We still have 

more planned for 2020! Please keep looking for the 

announcements.  

 

If you have any ideas for events or comments about how our club 

can improve, please email me or any of the board members.    
 

 

 

                        Swissy Kisses,                                  Julie Vonada   
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               Hogan Friesch 

The objectives of the club shall be: 

To encourage and promote quality in the breeding of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  

and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection. 

 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as approved by  

the American Kennel Club as the only standard of excellence  

by which Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs shall be judged. 

To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed and to encourage sportsmanlike 

competition at dog shows (obedience and agility trials, drafting and tracking tests). 

To conduct sanctioned matches and specialty shows  

under the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

To have FUN together with our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. 

 

Officers, Board Members and Committees 
 

President:  Julie Vonada 

Vice President: Lisa England 

Secretary: Carol Bamsch    

Treasurer: Kim Gradin 

Board Members             

 Paula Robles   Maria Jensen   Kaitlyn Lawrence 

Membership: Susan Robinson 

Ways and Means:  TBD 

Awards and Trophies:   Erin Stammer  and Kaitlyn Lawrence 

End of Summer Party: Paula Robles      

Clinics & Titles: Julie Vonada 

Calendar:  Carol Bamsch  

Volunteer Liaison: Kaitlyn Lawrence 

Show Events: Erin Stammer 

Working Events:  Lisa England 

Newsletter: Susan Robinson 

Website: Mike Jacobs   Facebook: Julie Vonada      
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GOLDEN GATE GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB  

VIRTUAL PAWS-A-THON  
MAY 11 – JUNE 15, 2020 

 

 

     
1st-Jenn Faulk, Hudson, Jetty                                     2nd-Laura Bloedel, Argos, Atticus          3rd-Jaime Taylor-Soldier, Eleanor, Sentry 

 

THANKS to Julie Vonada and Lisa England for orchestrating this super fun activity! 

Click here for Paws-A-Thon Photos on Facebook 
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  Rodeo-8                             Alice-1                           Bauer-3                         Hansel-3                                

Every year is a gift to us. 

                 
Blumen-11                                          Drouhin-1                                          Fredrick-7                                   Harley Rose-7 

         
Freya-5            Gilly-1               MacSwiss-1               Echo, 6 and Big Mama Nexpa, 9              Jetty-2 

                          
Brutus-5                                               Cassie-2                                   Ivy and Norman-6                          Murdoch-6            

                
Philo-8                             Samson-2                           (Gilly and) Truckee-3 
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These photos 

are taken 

from 

Facebook.  

Send birthday 

photos to 

srobinson@sti.

net 

http://srobinson@sti.net/
http://srobinson@sti.net/
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Welcome, New Members! 
 

Asher Bernard and Thor the Dog   Danville, CA 

         
Asher, Grey, Bam and Thor the Dog                           Asher and his puppy ,Thor the Dog                       Asher and Thor the Dog in Tahoe 

 

Alex Blits and Ansel   San Diego, CA 

      
Alex and Ansel coming home                           Ansel in the park                            Ansel and Stig Baker 

 
Tania and Michael Canfield and Teddy   Yorba Linda, CA 

    
Mike hiking with Teddy          Tania, Marina and Catherine with Teddy 
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Welcome, New Members! 
Waiting for their Swissy puppy! 

   
Mike, Nicole, Michael, Connor and Kelsie Jones, Danville CA                          Ava Plasmyer and Sean I’anson, Ventura CA 

 

Terry and Kalani Lock        Hillsborough, CA 

 
Terry was a member years ago.  Kalani is from Troy Riewe’s “Snow White” Litter. 

 

Michael and Michelle May with Bruce       La Mesa, CA 
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Roll, Swissy, Roll! 
Bruce Detore, President of the Cascade GSMD Club and Golden Gate GSMD Member 

 
Imagine this.  You wake up on any given morning and lying next to you is your loyal best friend.  You turn over, telling him good morning.  
He wags his giant tail with a loud wop! wop! wop! On the bed and tilts his head up to see you.  You put your arm around him, maybe 
scratch his head, his ears.  Maybe he makes some happy grunts and groans.  Suddenly and without warning, he buries his head, slowly 
twists on his back, and sticks his front paws straight into the air!  You, my friend, have just borne witness,…to the Swissy Roll. 
 

    
 

The Swissy Roll is a phenomenon witnessed by Greater Swiss Mountain Dog owners everywhere, and veterans of the breed know its many 
variations.  It can happen on a bed, a couch, or a freshly mowed patch of grass on a sunny day.  It’s even been known to happen right on 
the carpet!  The front paws can go straight out as if the Swissy is pretending to be some sort of inverted Superman, or they can tuck in like 
adorable little T-Rex arms.  But if the maneuver is performed near a human, it is imperative that belly rubs and chest scratches are 
performed immediately and maintained for a prolonged period.  Failure to do so will result in the best friend tilting back on his side, and 
the roll will fail. 
 
The phenomenon seems to occur at times and ways that make it difficult to photograph.  But intrepid Swissy enthusiasts have been known 
to snap pictures of the event.  Although, most would agree that getting one at the height of the event is exceedingly difficult, making it a 
most prized image. 

 
 

Do other breeds exhibit this behavior?  I don’t know.  I haven’t done proper research in this regard.  I personally don’t own other breeds, 
and quite frankly, I am not prepared to find out. 
 
Although it is impossible to completely understand the phenomenon, over the years I have come to believe it is a display of joy and 
contentment from the best friend.  It may mean he feels safe, loved, comfortable.  Perhaps all three.  The Swissy Roll can be performed 
slowly, resulting in a static pose, or excitedly with rapid wriggling from side to side.  I have found the latter occurs in the sun on lush green 
grass.  And in the rarest of occurrences, one may witness multiple Swissies perform the maneuver simultaneously! 
 
In truth, it’s just a term I came up with.  I wouldn’t be surprised if more Swissy owners call it that.  Maybe you call it something different.  
What I do believe with 99% certainty, is that if your Swissy is rolling, then he or she is happy, and that means you are doing something 
right.  Keep taking good care of your best friends.  And to your Swissies, keep on rollin’! 
 

 



 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                     

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 

                     

                                                                                                                   

 

                            

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
I love pinecone  -Ansel Blits                                                                              I smell a snack in here—Brutus Detore 

 

          FREDRICK, BERKELEY & DIXIE’S TURKEY SCRAMBLE 

                 
                                                                                                                                        Gilly and Truckee 

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Brando Marino & Harley 

                                    Rose Bush                  
                                                                                                             

                           

                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                               Truckee Hansen 
                                                               

                                
            Chunk England                   Holman, Failla & Twister Snyder                        Dirty Harry   
  

           
Some for me, Dad?” Axel McNeil                    Glory Mata                                              Jetty 
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1 lb. ground turkey 

2 cups Total Cereal 
3 eggs 

 
In a large fry pan, brown the turkey over 
medium heat.  Add cereal and continue 

cooking until almost done.  Add eggs and mix 
in the shells, too. 

 
Serve slightly warm over kibble.  Yum! 

Julie Vonada 

Do you have a 
favorite Swissy 
recipe? 
 
How about sharing 
it with your Golden 
Gate GSMD Swissy 
family? 
 
Send to 
srobinson@sti.net. 

http://srobinson@sti.net/


              

                     

 

  

   
 

                          
 

 
       

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

  S YNTHETI C TURF IS  40 -70 DE G REES  HOTTER T HA N S URROUNDI NG A I R 
TEMPERA TURES  ON WA RM S UN N Y DA YS  

On clear warm days, synthetic turf fields get superheated to temperatures from 120 to 180 degrees F. 
Playing on synthetic turf can melt shoes, blister hands and feet, and induce dehydration and 

heatstroke. https://www.safehealthyplayingfields.org/heat-levels-synthetic-turf 

     
Samson Stover                                           Ansel  Blits                                               Sadie Langan 
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RODEO ANNOUNCES THE “EL CAPITAN” LITTER 

 
Born: April 15, 2020 

Sire: GCHB CedarCove’s Geordi RODEO Next Generation “Geordi” 
Dam: BOSS GCHS Rodeo’s All About the North Rim Nostalgia RA CGC TKN “Nexpa” 

        
 "Arlo" RODEO's El Capitan Atlantis Arlo,                                Arlo and Summit                      "Summit" RODEO's El Capitan The Shield Summit, 
 owned with RODEO by the Trenary Family,                                                                                                 owned with RODEO by the Bixby Family, 
 Ross and Maria        Orinda, CA                                                                                                                                     Julia and Kristi     Santa Maria, CA 

                                                                          
Holly Webb RODEO Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs Friendly West Coast Swissies!  

(209) 379-5775 rodeoswissy@yahoo.com www.rodeoswissy.com 
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TIMBER RIDGE GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOGS 
introduces the Dragons Litter 

 

Sire: GCHS CH Northwoods Daddy-O TKN “Enzo”  

Dam: GCH Liberty Run’s Cayenne Pepper-She’s Hot! RN, CGC, TKN, HCT “Cayenne” 

 
Timber Ridge's Saphira-Flamin' Hot! “Millie” 

 

Born on June 27, 2020, Millie now lives with her new Sciacca family in Los Alamitos. 

     
Saphira’s /Millie’s new dad has wanted a Swissy for years, and his family brought home a great one. 

In the middle, she poses with her Daddy Enzo. 

 
Timber Ridge Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs    Miranda, CA 

Glenn and Kimber Gradin,  

proud owners and breeders of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs 

kimberglen@gmail.com         https://timberridgemountaindogs.com/timber-ridge-greater-swiss-mountain-dogs 

mailto:kimberglen@gmail.com
https://timberridgemountaindogs.com/timber-ridge-greater-swiss-mountain-dogs
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treeNsea    
GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOGS & MASTIFFS 

 

FIREWORKS LITTER 
Born July 3, 2020        4 females/1 male are all reserved 

 
Sire:  GCHB Cedar Cove’s Geordi Rodeo Next Generation “Geordi” 

Dam:  CH treeNsea’s Freedom Fighter “BoomBoom”    
  

      
 

 
maria@treeNseaGreaterSwiss.com 

425 Corralitos Rd          Corralitos, CA 95076-0523 

 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

  

 

Berkeley and Fredrick Vonada both earned their ACT 1 Titles-Agility Course Test 

   
Remington’s Pride A Dream of Spring CGCA, CGCU, TKI “Gilly” earned her CGCU and completed her Therapy Dog Program. 

Congratulations,   Andie Hanson 
 

 

GCH CH Liberty Run’s Cayenne Pepper-She’s Hot! CGC, RN, TKI, HCT all Owner-Handled! 

 
Kelly Stover and Novice Draft Dog Emmie 

CH Quartz Mountain Easter Award Winning BN RN CGC 
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CH Cherished Magically Makes Tomorrow CGC “Koda”       Blue Hills A Pair of Fine Eyes TKN, NWPD “Liddy” 

 
Silver Oak’s Sparkling Crush “Mallory” earns her first title, Novice Trick Dog. 

Becky Reinke and Silver Oak’s Perfect Blend “Rebel” 

Trick Dog Novice and  AKC Star Puppy in Obedience 
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            VIRTUAL TITLES WE CAN EARN WITH OUR SWISSIES   Julie Vonada 

 
 

 

Summer2020                                                                                                                                                                                                             VOL. 9   ISSUE #2 



 
  

 

PUPPIES! 

    
Coda  Skorpen/Scanlan                Slice Stammer                  Rebel Reinke        

    
Steffi McNamara with her sisters         Arlo Trenary on his porch 

   
Mallory Ridenour in her coffee table             Ansel Blits at the beach 
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 A BIG LAUGH IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL 

                 
          Have you gotten this look?                                         How Much Does Your Swissy Shed?  By Jetty Faulk 

 

GGGSMDC WAYS & MEANS 

Many thanks to Lisa England! 
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RAFFLE!! RAFFLE!! RAFFLE!!  
Who will be the lucky winner of  

this beautiful Custom Handmade Hickory Hay Cart  
donated by Oso Creations LLC? 

 

 

COMING SOON! 

 

HUGE SUCCESS-CART LICENSE PLATES! 
 

  
 

LET’S GET CARTING! 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SWISSY ADVENTURES 

                
Silver Oak Muddy Paws                        Drouhin & Rodeo on the road again                      Ansel Learns to swim                                        

           
Brutus at Crater Lake                    Axel tastes the Truckee                Elsa Ellis in Montana                  Glory Mata sunbathing in San Diego 

            
Jetty and Hudson Faulk in the High Sierra     Merlin & Oz Steenstra on the Eastside   Sage Erikson at Ft. Ord 

 

 

 

Every moment 
spent with your Swissy 

is worth a 
Lifetime of memories. 
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Swissies and Their Friends 

    
Ansel Blits and Bean                                                                                                  Hogan Friesch and his iguana                        

          
Bruce May and his kitty, Pearl                                  Koda and Kallie Allen                                   Dirty Harry and Ebony Zetterquist                     

         
Louise, Ivy & Norman Logan-Borst                                Lincoln and Shep Langan               Best Pals—The Shark and MacSwiss     

       
     Murray and baby sister Mallory Ridenour                       Sadie and Pai                    Paws-a-Thon Swissy and Rattler         
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                                                                             Zoey-Black Mountain Espresso (Just because) 

 

 

                                                                                                           
                        Blumen Riewe                                                                                                                                                Brutus’ Pack Hike face 

                                                                                                                                         
                          Glory Mata                                                                                                                                                             Bruno Schmoldt 

           
                  Jetty Faulk                                Murdoch                                       Poppy England                                    Luna Manunjathaiah                                                                                     

                    
                             Rebel Reinke                        Berkeley  Vonada                                    Liddy Robinson                       Sage Erikson at Lovers Beach                                                                 
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SWISSIES AND THEIR PEOPLE 

 

     
Tucker, Chase and Baby Robins                                                                                             Trinity, Erin and Slice Stammer 

 

      
Axel and his Family                                                     Harley Rose and Don Bush                    Kai, Blumen, Irene Tan and Troy Riewe 

 

    
Jetty, Hudson & Todd Faulk goin’ fishin’              Maria Jensen, Desi, Shaq, and Molly in Santa Cruz          Sage and David Erikson in Marina               

 

"No one appreciates the very special genius of your conversation as the dog does." -- Christopher Morley 
 

"Dogs need to sniff the ground; it's how they keep abreast of current events. The ground is a giant dog newspaper, 

containing all kinds of late-breaking dog news items, which, if they are especially urgent,  

are often continued in the next yard."  --Dave Barry 
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FOURTH of JULY 

SWISSIES 
 

               
Pawtriot Brig                 The Bush Family 4th                Fletcher Stecker Stylin’ 

     
Holman Lawrence            Murray Ridenour teaches Mallory about the 4th            Berkeley sporting his 4th Bow-Tie 

 

   
Stover 4th of July                              Fredrick, Berkeley and Dixie 
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Kait Glenn 

Kait is in heaven, eternally playing with Petra, Tara and Fagan. 
 

               
Loved forever by Randy and Nancy Glenn 

 

 

Hamish Bryson 
I’m a star. 

 

          
Jubilee welcomed her brother and they are romping happily together. 

 

 

We will remember the many happy times through the years when we enjoyed your sweet Swissies. 
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Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 
Treasurer’s Quarterly Report   

January thru March 2020  
Accounts: 

The March 2020 statements show the following ending balances:  

o Wells Fargo Bank Statement 

 Savings: $ 11,074.71 

 Checking: $ 810.64 

o Paypal: $ 121.04 

 

There are no cash/checks to be deposited: 

o $0 cash/$0 check 

There are no outstanding debts: 

o $0 reimbursements 

 

Today, our total balance is: $ 12,006.39 (excluding outstanding activity). 

Treasury Business: 
Our expenses to date are $1,265.57, our income to date $.56 (bank interest). Since membership dues for 2020 are now 
supposed to be in we will have an up-to-date amount posted in April 2020. Most of the ribbons & prizes have been 
purchased for our events and will be used in 2021 if not used this year.    
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Kimberly Gradin, GGGSMDC Treasurer 

   R 

Roxy Palladino                               Arlo Trenary 

 
Luna Manunjathaiah 



 
 

Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 
Treasurer’s Quarterly Report   

April thru June 2020 
Accounts: 

The June 2020 statements show the following ending balances:  

o Wells Fargo Bank Statement 

 Savings: $ 11,074.99 

 Checking: $ 2,094.34 

o Paypal: $ 201.24 

 

There are no cash/checks to be deposited: 

o $0 cash/$0 checks to be deposited 

There are no outstanding debts: 

o $0 reimbursements 

 

Today, our total balance is: $ 13,370.57 (excluding outstanding activity). 

Treasury Business: 
The club’s income per date is $ 5,577.38, the expenses $2,799.09. Our membership is staying strong bringing in close to 
$2,000 so far this year.  We received a generous donation of $1,000. in May.  The fundraisers have brought in a profit so 
far of $551.55 not including Swissyopoly.  
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Kimberly Gradin, GGGSMDC Treasurer  

                         
Flashback to 7-22-10 Ornery Little Dixie Vonada          Rebel Reinke is ready for his nighttime story 

 
They see right into our souls. 
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INFORMATIONAL SITES to VISIT 
 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club Facebook  

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America   

Golden Gate GSMD Facebook Page 

Bay Area Swissies – Chelsea Stecyk 

San Diego Social Swissy – Christine Mata 

 

Visit our club website:  

www.goldengategsmdc.com/ 

On Facebook?--Have some fun with your photos. 
SWISSY UNO 

Want to travel with your Swissy? 
DOG TREKKER 

              

 

       SIGNS OF DOG SICKNESS      
      Toni Killpatrick 

                             Signs start with a change in your pet's  

                 routine behavior and attitude. 

         Watch for: 

       Decreased energy or activity level 

            Changes in appetite or water intake 

         Changes in behavior:  

     hiding, refusing to play, 

       Vomiting, diarrhea or straining to urinate or defecate 

        Poor coat quality, patchy hair loss or excessive scratching 

         Weight loss 

         Foul order coming from the mouth, ears or skin 

       Abnormal whining or crying 

 

           
           
                       Kallie               Cayenne                       Koda 

 

                  Boone                                       Chunk                                             Fredrick                                        Hansel 

 

 

Bruno 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/2210909824/
http://www.gsmdca.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/San-Diego-Social-Swissy-185079634928967/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/
http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SwissyUno/
http://www.dogtrekker.com/
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